THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Machine-gunning of Pilots in Parachute Drops
A Hurricane pilot was killed in this way on
August 30, when he baled out at 15,000 feet. 'As he
was floating down/ said the Air Ministry Bulletin,
'three Messerschmitts swooped on him and opened
fire at his swaying figure. He was riddled with bul-
lets.5 Another Hurricane pilot who baled out over
south-east England on September 2, at 20,000 feet,
was more fortunate. 'The dirty blighters had a crack
at me', he said, 'when I jumped for it.' Their aim
was as poor as their sportsmanship and he escaped
injury. A Spitfire pilot who baled out over London
was less lucky. He alighted, by a strange chance, on
top of a barrage balloon, which was hauled down,
but he was so severely wounded that he died on the
way to hospital. Replying to a question in the House
of Commons on January 22, Sir Archibald Sinclair
stated that there had been at least twelve instances
of 'these contemptible attacks' and that in four of
them the airmen may have been killed.
The Fascist airmen have shown that in this respect
they are as foul fighters as their Nazi brethren. On
December 22, a fierce battle air took place near
Argyrokastro in southern Albania between nine of
our fighters and over fifty Italian aircraft. Our pilots,
outnumbered nearly six to one, destroyed eight of
the Italian machines and probably three more; two
of our fighters were lost. The pilot of one of them
baled out and as he descended he was machine-
gunned by enemy fighters. He died after landing of
the wounds received during the parachute descent.
*It is placed on record', said the communique issued
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